
EL/Civics Lesson Plan  

Program Name   Delaware Area Career Center 
 
Staff Responsible for Lesson              Darlene Greenwood   
 
Date(s) Used 
 

Nov. 18, 30, Dec. 2, and 7, 2010 and on-going participation on 
the first Tuesday of each month, through June, 2011. 

Civics Category 
 

II. Civic Participation 

Civics Objective 
 

3. Community Resources – Advocacy 
Identify a local community need or civic-oriented complaint; 

research and address the issue. 
Time Frame to Complete 
Lesson 
 

4 days of approx. 45 minutes each, including a tour 
of community agency. On-going participation once/month 

for 30 minutes. 
EFL(s) 
 

NRS Levels 4-5 

Standard(s) 
 

Read with Understanding – Analyze the information and 
reflect on its underlying meaning. 

Listen Actively - Integrate information from listening with 
prior knowledge to address listening purpose. 

Convey Ideas in Writing – Seek feedback and revise. 
Benchmark(s) 
 

R 4.4, R 5.5 = Seek clarification by asking and answering 
questions; (and for Level 5 – by restating and rephrasing). 

L 4.3, 5.3= Use verbal strategies to demonstrate comprehension 
or lack of; (listener asks for clarification; and Level 5 listeners 

ask more targeted/specific questions for clarification.) 
W 4.3, W5.3 Produce simple paragraphs (and for level 5 

with topic sentences and supporting details.) 
 

Materials 
 

Whiteboard and markers; use of internet and 
printer; local newspaper articles; phone directory; 

vocabulary hand-out; group transportation for 
follow-up trip to agency. 
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Activities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Specific Instructional goal (purpose of lesson) is that: 
Day 1 – students will determine what they know about the 
basic food and survival needs of the community and  
identify any known local agencies that provide help to those 
in need. If none are known, go to internet and assist students 
to search for United Way agencies. 
(Example:  our county has an agency that is funded, in part, 
by The United Way of Delaware County, called People In 
Need, Inc. (PIN). 
Students will research this in groups on the internet in class. 
Day 2: After investigation, class will choose one agency to 
further research and advocate.  Print out information about 
chosen agency from the Internet and distribute to class. 
Read selected information together and allow students to 
ask questions and seek clarification about the agency and 
needs of community. 
Day 3:  Arrange to take a field trip to the agency and 
participate as an advocate.  (In our example, we visited 
P.I.N. on December 2 and donated non-perishable items 
after discussing the items that the agency requests (the list 
became our vocabulary/spelling list for the week and 
students took a test on it.  See Attachment).   
Day 4:  Ask students to reflect on what they had learned 
about the agency and visit, and write a paragraph about their 
experience of giving to P.I.N.  Students read their 
paragraphs out loud to the class and students asked 
questions for clarification.   
Day 1 
Explanation:  The months of November and December are 
traditional times in the U.S. to offer thanks and give to 
others, in the spirit of civic duty. I would like each of you to 
reflect on personal experience, when settling here in the 
U.S., of the challenges you or another person had in 
obtaining basic needs:  food, shelter, clothing, medical help, 
friendship, etc.  What local agencies were available to you 
or others?  Now that we are settling into our roles as 
responsible community members, how can we help others? 
What agencies can we identify in our local area to help and 
serve? 
Modeling:  Search for web links of United Way funded 
community agencies listed for your county.  Teacher models 
how you would read the passages actively, scanning the 
available links and how you look for words that are 
unfamiliar or difficult to understand. Do a think-aloud 
showing how you connect the pictures to the details of the 
passages. 
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Independent application:  Check with each student to see 
how they would explain their personal strategies for 
previewing the next agency link in order to help their 
comprehension. 
 
DAY 2  
Explanation: Now, we will vote on one agency to further 
research and advocate, by reaching a consensus.  (vote and 
then print out info. Summary of agency) Let’s read selected 
information together, then take time to ask questions and 
seek clarification about the agency and needs of our 
community. 
Modeling:  Looking at the facts presented about our chosen 
agency, I see that the purpose of P.I.N. is stated at the top of 
the info sheet.    
Guided Practice:  Ask students questions about stated facts 
on the info sheet and have groups come up to the 
whiteboard to write answers. 
 
Day 3 
Students bring in items to donate.  
Explanation: To prepare for our trip to the P.I.N. agency, 
everyone take your shopping bag of items that you are 
donating, and check off the items on your vocabulary list of 
items.  
Modeling:  I show the students what I brought and check 
off the items on the whiteboard, indicating why I chose 
these specific items. 
Guided Practice:  Everyone follows suit, reinforcing their 
vocabulary/spelling list for the week, in preparation for their  
test on words. (See Attachment).   
 
Day 4:   
Explanation: Now, thinking about your experience of 
giving at the agency and what you learned from the visit, 
write a paragraph about your experience of giving to P.I.N.   
Guided Practice: Students write, then read their paragraphs 
out loud to the class and students ask questions for 
clarification or comment on the presentation. 
 
 

Assessment/ 
Evidence 
 
 

On December 7, we read and discussed the newspaper 
article about P.I.N. that was published in local community 
newspaper on December 5.  Students demonstrated the use 
of appropriate previewing strategies when reading online 
material. They completed a summary statement in writing 
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about their experience of visiting and giving to P.I.N., 
showing comprehension of the main ideas and personal 
application. They also demonstrated appropriate listening 
strategies during students’ sharing of their summary 
statements. 

Reflection My class really felt involved in this project and happy to 
give back to their community. (See example of writing 
sample). The class decided to donate items to P.I.N. 
once/month, so we chose the first Tuesday of each month as 
our P.I.N. visit.   
 
We initially called ahead to let the P.I.N. Director know that 
we were going to visit, and were treated by a personal 
welcome and explanation/mini-look at the Food Pantry.  My 
students were amazed at how personalized this agency 
meets the requirements of those registered families with 
special dietary needs, such as diabetics or those on other 
restricted diets. They were also amazed at the trust and 
honesty that is demonstrated; how the food and other items 
stay safe in the pantry and the volunteers and the public use 
the “honor system” to take only what is truly needed. 
We are keeping track of our monthly donations and staying 
informed of P.I.N. updates in the news and on the internet. 
 
This project brings to life the civics lesson and quote by 
Margaret Mead:  "Never	doubt	that	a	small	group	of	
thoughtful,	committed	citizens	can	change	the	world.	
Indeed,	it	is	the	only	thing	that	ever	has."	
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ELC 699 



EL/Civics Lesson Plan  

Vocabulary Words for week of Dec. 7 and Dec. 9 classes – Most Needed 
items for the P.I.N. Food Pantry: 
 

1. Bar soap 
2. Dish soap 
3. Jelly 
4. Jell‐O 
5. Soup 
6. Sugar 
7. Cereal 
8. Cake and frosting mixes 
9. Canned fruit 
10. Canned fruit juice 
11. Canned meats/fish 
12. Canned pasta 
13. Coffee‐instant or perked 
14. Cooking oil 
15. Crackers:  graham & Saltine 
16. Diapers and wipes 
17. Dry milk 
18. Facial tissues (Kleenex, puffs) 
19. Hot Chocolate – instant or mix 
20. Laundry detergent 
21. Macaroni & Cheese 
22. Muffin Mixes 
23. Noodles and Macaroni 
24. Pancake mix – complete 
25. Peanut butter 
26. Paper towels 
27. Potatoes –boxed and instant 
28. Pudding mixes 
29. Shampoo 
30. Soup 
31. Syrup 
32. Tea bags 
33. Tissues 
34. Toothbrushes and toothpaste 
35. Toilet paper  
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