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Curriculum Alignment: Writing
In October 2014, a group of Ohio Aspire teachers participated in unpacking the ABE/ASE Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy and Mathematics, identifying the priority benchmarks, and writing lesson plans for the Ohio Aspire classroom focusing on those priority benchmarks. A priority benchmark is a benchmark that is deemed “absolutely essential for student success.” (Ainsworth, 2004). Identifying priority benchmarks does not eliminate benchmarks instead it distinguishes the need to know from the nice to know. The group determined priority benchmarks using the following U.S. Department of Education, Office of Vocational and Adult Education (2009) criteria:
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Reference:
Ainsworth, Larry. (2004). Power Standards: Identifying the Standards that Matter the Most. Englewood, CO.
U.S. Department of Education, Office of Vocational and Adult Education, (2009). Standards-in-Action: Innovations for Standards-
Based Education. Washington, D.C.
The following table includes the priority benchmarks and Ohio Aspire lesson plan titles that feature these priority benchmarks. Either click on the lesson plan title or visit the Teacher Resource Center to download the lesson plan!

	Priority benchmarks
	Ohio Aspire lesson plan titles

	W.1.1. Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide some sense of closure. (W.1.2) 
	Reporting the News
Car for Sale!


	W.2.1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons. 

a. Introduce the topic or text they are writing about, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure that lists reasons. 

b. Provide reasons that support the opinion.

c. Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because, therefore, since, for example) to connect opinion and reasons. 

d. Provide a concluding statement or section. (W.3.1) 
	Comparing Governments: Local, State, and National


	W.2.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 

a. Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details. 

c. Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to connect ideas within categories of information.

d. Provide a concluding statement or section. (W.3.2) 
	Summarizing Major Ideas
Details, Details, Details


	W.2.3. Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide a sense of closure. (W.2.3)
	The Stories of History - Narrative Nonfiction


	W.2.4. Produce writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose. (W.3.4) 
	Picture This
Biomes of the World, Part II Writing About Biomes
Preparing A Personal Letter
Analyzing the Declaration of Independence


	W.2.5. With guidance and support from peers and others, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 at this level.) (W.3.5) 
	Consumer Scams
Strengthen Your Writing


	W.2.6. With guidance and support, use technology to produce and publish writing (using keyboarding skills) as well as to interact and collaborate with others. (W.3.6) 
	Writing an Essay - From Deconstructing the Prompt to Editing Online
Introducing Microsoft Word


	W.2.8. Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and digital sources; take brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provided categories. (W.3.8) 
	Researching Landforms and Monuments
Biomes of the World


	W.3.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 

a. Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections; include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic. 

c. Link ideas within categories of information using words and phrases (e.g., another, for example, also, because). 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

e. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented. (W.4.2) 
	Compare and Contrast the Executive, Legislative, and Judicial Branches of Government
How To Study For A Test
Chocolate Bars and Ebola


	W.3.3. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (W.5.4) 

	Personal Medical History
I Need More Information!

What are the Issues?
Setting Goals for Success
Introducing Poetry
Changing Seasons
The First Amendment: Freedom of Expression


	W.3.7. Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase information in notes and finished work, and provide a list of sources. (W.5.8) 
	Outstanding Women
The Civil Rights Movement
Christmas Truce


	W.4.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), reasons, and evidence. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. (W.7.1) 
	Constitutional Debate
Slip or Trip? – An Investigation of Argumentative Writing
To Persuade or Not to Persuade. That is the Question!
Join or Die – Persuasive Writing


	W.4.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. [This includes the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/experiments, or technical processes.] 

a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 

c. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented. (W/WHST.6-8.2) 
	Underground Railroad
Dear Darla
Short Answer Response for a Scientific Investigation
Letter Writing Basics
Compare & Contrast Essay
Scientific Method


	W.4.7. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. (W/WHST.6-8.8) 
	Quilt Codes
Where Did You Read THAT? Evaluating Web Sources


	W.5.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

a. Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among the claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level and concerns.  

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.

d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. (W/WHST.9-10.1)
	Arguing with Aristotle
Fossil Fuels Debate

	W.5.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. [This includes the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/experiments, or technical processes.] 

a. Introduce a topic and organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic). (W/WHST.9-10.2)
	Report on Modern History – Students as Teachers 


	W.5.3. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically. (W.9-10.6) 
	Show Me College Success Skills

	W.5.4. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. (W/WHST.9-10.8)
	Regions of the United States
Cite This, Format That, Assess Validity
Math on the Job


	W.6.1. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (W/WHST.11-12.4)
	The Effective Resume, Cover Letter, and Follow-up Letter


	W.6.2. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 at this level.) (W.11-12.5) 
	Ethos, Pathos, and Logos in Persuasive Writing

	W.6.3. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. (W/WHST.11-12.7)

	Be a Source Detective
What Does Your Future Hold? Write a Career Research Paper
Managing Medical Conditions



The benchmark qualifies as an important life skill; the knowledge and skills embedded in the benchmark have lasting value to a student beyond a single test date or completion of the course.


Example: N.4.12. Use proportional relationships to solve multistep ratio and percent problems. Examples: simple interest, tax, markups and markdowns, gratuities and commissions, fees, percent increase and decrease, percent error. (7.RP.3) [Also see 7.G.1 and G.MG.2]





Endurance





The benchmark is applicable to other disciplines and content areas.


Example: R.2.5. Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect. (RI.3.3)





Leverage





The benchmark prepares a student for the next level of study in the content area, a benchmark required for the next level of instruction.


Example: A.1.2. Apply properties of operations as strategies to add and subtract. Examples: If 8 + 3 = 11 is known, then 3 + 8 = 11 is also known. (Commutative property of addition.) To add 2 + 6 + 4, the second two numbers can be added to make a ten, so 2 + 6 + 4 = 2 + 10 = 12. (Associative property of addition.). (1.OA.3)





Readiness





Cumulative power





The benchmark includes or incorporates other benchmarks.


Example: W.4.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
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