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Curriculum Alignment: Reading
In October 2014, a group of Ohio Aspire teachers participated in unpacking the ABE/ASE Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy and Mathematics, identifying the priority benchmarks, and writing lesson plans for the Ohio Aspire classroom focusing on those priority benchmarks. A priority benchmark is a benchmark that is deemed “absolutely essential for student success.” (Ainsworth, 2004). Identifying priority benchmarks does not eliminate benchmarks instead it distinguishes the need to know from the nice to know. The group determined priority benchmarks using the following U.S. Department of Education, Office of Vocational and Adult Education (2009) criteria:
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Reference:
Ainsworth, Larry. (2004). Power Standards: Identifying the Standards that Matter the Most. Englewood, CO.
U.S. Department of Education, Office of Vocational and Adult Education, (2009). Standards-in-Action: Innovations for Standards-
Based Education. Washington, D.C.
The following table includes the priority benchmarks and Ohio Aspire lesson plan titles that feature these priority benchmarks. Either click on the lesson plan title or visit the Teacher Resource Center to download the lesson plan!

	Priority benchmarks
	Ohio Aspire lesson plan titles

	R.1.1. Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes). 

a. Recognize and produce rhyming words. 

b. Distinguish long from short vowel sounds in spoken single-syllable words. 

c. Count, pronounce, blend, and segment syllables in spoken words. 

d. Blend and segment onsets and rimes of single-syllable spoken words. 

e. Orally produce single-syllable words by blending sounds (phonemes), including consonant blends. 

f. Segment spoken single-syllable words into their complete sequence of individual sounds (phonemes). 

g. Isolate and pronounce initial, medial vowel, and final sounds (phonemes) in spoken single-syllable words. 

h. Add or substitute individual sounds (phonemes) in simple, one-syllable words to make new words. (RF.K.2 and 1.2 merge)
	Blending and Segmenting Syllables

	R.1.2. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

a. Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter-sound correspondences by producing the primary sound or many of the most frequent sounds for each consonant. 

b. Associate the long and short sounds with common spellings (graphemes) for the five major vowels. 

c. Know the spelling-sound correspondences for common consonant digraphs. 

d. Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words. 

e. Distinguish between similarly spelled words by identifying the sounds of the letters that differ. 

f. Know final -e and common vowel team conventions for representing long vowel sounds. 

g. Use knowledge that every syllable must have a vowel sound to determine the number of syllables in a printed word. 

h. Decode two-syllable words following basic patterns by breaking the words into syllables. 

i. Read words with inflectional endings. 

j. Read common high-frequency words by sight (e.g., the, of, to, you, she, my, is, are, do, does). 

k. Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words. (RF.K.3 and 1.3 merge) 
	Sight Words Galore
Making A Grocery List


	R.1.3. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

a. Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 

b. Read grade-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings. 

c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary. (RF.K.4 and 1.4 merge)
	Honey Bee Troubles

	R.1.5. Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. (RI.1.2) 
	Reading Informational Texts
Reading for Rent Advertisement
Reading Help Wanted Ads


	R.1.8. Know and use various text features (e.g., headings, tables of contents, glossaries, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text. (RI.1.5)
	Getting A Driver’s License
Using Text Features to Understand Readings
Introducing the Memo


	R.2.1. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

a. Distinguish long and short vowels when reading regularly spelled one-syllable words. 

b. Know spelling-sound correspondences for additional common vowel teams. 

c. Identify and know the meaning of the most common prefixes and derivational suffixes. 

d. Identify words with inconsistent but common spelling-sound correspondences. 

e. Identify words with inconsistent but common spelling-sound correspondences. 

f. Decode words with common Latin suffixes. 

g. Decode multisyllable words. 

h. Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words. (RF.2.3 and 3.3 merge) 
	Fun with Phonics and Limericks


	R.2.3. Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text. (RI/RL.2.1) 
	For the President, All in a Day’s Work
Getting a Driver’s License


	R.2.4. Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the main idea. (RI.3.2) 
	Amending the Constitution - Why Change

	R.2.5. Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect. (RI.3.3) 
	What Caused This Effect and Sequencing?
Performing the Heimlich Maneuver
Colonial Influences
Scientific Processes


	R.2.6. Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a topic or subject area. (RI.3.4) 
	Context Clues Show Us the Way
Transcendentalism – What Do You Think?
OTC Medication


	R.2.9. Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or describe. (RI.2.6) 
	Current Events
Skin Cancer Prevention
Super Dollar Special


	R.2.11. Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key events occur). (RI.3.7) 
	The Great Depression
Planning a Vacation Online
Reading the Newspaper
Causes of the American Revolution:

Interpreting Political Cartoons



	R.2.13. Describe how reasons support specific points the author makes in a text. (RI.2.8) 
	Are You Ready to Argue?
A Different View


	R.3.3. Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. (RI/RL.4.1) 
	Frogs at Risk
Rent-to-Own
Finding Quality Child Care
Magna Carta
The Market Economy


	R.3.5. Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the text. (RI.4.2) 
	Taking Notes for Class
Oil and Gas Boom In and Around Monroe County
March on Washington
Understanding the Bill of Rights
Show Me the Money
Reading for Information
Native American Removal and the Trail of Tears


	R.3.7. Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text. (RI.4.3) 
	The Civil War - Reading on the Internet
Ohio Statehouse History
Cause and Effect
Exploring the Scientific Method Through Experiment, Vocabulary, and Design


	R.3.8. Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a topic or subject area. (RI.5.4) 
	Analyzing Text

	R.3.11. Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in two or more texts. (RI.5.5)
	Text Structure and Organization

	R.3.14. Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. (RI.4.7) 
	Living Longer
Is That Movie OK?
Franklin D. Roosevelt and the First Inaugural Address 



	R.3.16. Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support which point(s). (RI.5.8) 
	Do You Have the Right Evidence?

	R.4.1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. (RI/RL.7.1) 

a. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. (RH.6-8.1) 

b. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of science and technical texts. (RST.6-8.1) 
	Pandemics
Close Reading of The Tell-Tale Heart
Persuade Me, Please! Reading a Persuasive Essay and Liking It


	R.4.3. Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories). (RI.8.3) 

a. Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered). (RH.6-8.3)
	The Market Economy


	R.4.7. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major sections contribute to the whole and to the development of the ideas. (RI.7.5) 
	Text Structure in Nonfiction – Construction Contextualization Lesson


	R.4.9. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts). (RH.6-8.6) 
	Recognizing Bias

	R.4.13. Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation. (RI.8.9) 
	Jefferson on Church and State
Paul Revere’s Ride – Fact or Fiction?


	R.5.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. (RI/RL.9-10.1) 

a. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the information. (RH.9-10.1) 

Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of science and technical texts, attending to the precise details of explanations or descriptions. (RST.9-10.1)
	Choosing the Phone That’s Right for You
Newton’s Laws of Motion and Distracted Driving


	R.5.4. Follow precisely a complex multistep procedure when carrying out experiments, taking measurements, or performing technical tasks, attending to special cases or exceptions defined in the text. (RST.9-10.3)
	Acid Upset! Too Much in Our Oceans

	R.5.5. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court opinion differs from that of a newspaper). (RI/RL.9-10.4) 

a. Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words and phrases as they are used in a specific scientific or technical context. (RST.9-10.4)
	Exploring Science Terms and Cell Basics
MTVs Poetry

	R.5.6. Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter). (RI.9-10.5) 
	Harrison Bergeron – Reading the Text to Find the Answers
Time for a Workout with the Muscle Study Strategy


	R.5.11. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and fallacious reasoning. (RI.9-10.8) 
	What’s Your Proof?

	R.5.12. Analyze seminal U.S. documents of historical and literary significance (e.g., Washington’s Farewell Address, the Gettysburg Address, Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms speech, King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail”), including how they address related themes and concepts. (RI.9-10.9) 
	Slave Narratives
Why the Declaration of Independence?

	R.5.13. Compare and contrast findings presented in a text to those from other sources (including their own experiments), noting when the findings support or contradict previous explanations or accounts. (RST.9-10.9) 

a. Compare and contrast treatments of the same topic in several primary and secondary sources. (RH.9-10.9)
	Federalism
The Impact of Disease on Our Lives


	R.6.1. Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; summarize complex concepts, processes, or information presented in a text by paraphrasing them in simpler but still accurate terms. (RST.11-12.2)
	Which Text Is the Most Complex?
How Government Works

	R.6.4. Analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement). (RL.11-12.6)
	Living in a Satirical World
Acid Upset! Too Much in Our Oceans


	R.6.5. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question or solve a problem. (RI.11-12.7) 
	Comparing Health Insurance Plans
Is College Worth It?
Ohio Census



The benchmark qualifies as an important life skill; the knowledge and skills embedded in the benchmark have lasting value to a student beyond a single test date or completion of the course.


Example: N.4.12. Use proportional relationships to solve multistep ratio and percent problems. Examples: simple interest, tax, markups and markdowns, gratuities and commissions, fees, percent increase and decrease, percent error. (7.RP.3) [Also see 7.G.1 and G.MG.2]





Endurance





The benchmark is applicable to other disciplines and content areas.


Example: R.2.5. Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect. (RI.3.3)





Leverage





The benchmark prepares a student for the next level of study in the content area, a benchmark required for the next level of instruction.


Example: A.1.2. Apply properties of operations as strategies to add and subtract. Examples: If 8 + 3 = 11 is known, then 3 + 8 = 11 is also known. (Commutative property of addition.) To add 2 + 6 + 4, the second two numbers can be added to make a ten, so 2 + 6 + 4 = 2 + 10 = 12. (Associative property of addition.). (1.OA.3)





Readiness





Cumulative power





The benchmark includes or incorporates other benchmarks.


Example: W.4.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
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